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• Have you ever felt like you were the only one standing up for something you 
believed was right? What was that like? 

 
Scriptures: 
1 Kings 18:20-21 
So Ahab sent word throughout all Israel and assembled the prophets on Mount 
Carmel. 21 Elijah went before the people and said, “How long will you waver between 
two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him.” But the 
people said nothing. 
 
1 Kings 18:22-24  
22 Then Elijah said to them, “I am the only one of the LORD’s prophets left, but Baal has 
four hundred and fifty prophets. 23 Get two bulls for us. Let Baal’s prophets choose 
one for themselves, and let them cut it into pieces and put it on the wood but not set 
fire to it. I will prepare the other bull and put it on the wood but not set fire to 
it. 24 Then you call on the name of your god, and I will call on the name of 
the LORD. The god who answers by fire—he is God.” 
 
1 Kings 18:27-29  
 At noon Elijah began to taunt them. “Shout louder!” he said. “Surely he is a god! 
Perhaps he is deep in thought, or busy, or traveling. Maybe he is sleeping and must 
be awakened.” 28 So they shouted louder and slashed themselves with swords and 
spears, as was their custom, until their blood flowed. 29 Midday passed, and they 
continued their frantic prophesying until the time for the evening sacrifice. But there 
was no response, no one answered, no one paid attention. 
 
1 Kings 18:38-40  
38 Then the fire of the LORD fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, the stones and 
the soil, and also licked up the water in the trench. 39 When all the people saw this, 
they fell prostrate and cried, “The LORD—he is God! The LORD—he is God!” 40 Then 
Elijah commanded them, “Seize the prophets of Baal. Don’t let anyone get away!” 
They seized them, and Elijah had them brought down to the Kishon Valley and 
slaughtered there. 
 



1 Kings 19:1-3 
 Now Ahab told Jezebel everything Elijah had done and how he had killed all the 
prophets with the sword. 2 So Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah to say, “May the 
gods deal with me, be it ever so severely, if by this time tomorrow I do not make your 
life like that of one of them.” 3 Elijah was afraid[a] and ran for his life... 
 
1 Kings 19:9-10 
And the word of the LORD came to him: “What are you doing here, Elijah?”10 He 
replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites have 
rejected your covenant, torn down your altars, and put your prophets to death with 
the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.” 
 
1 Kings 19:11-12 
The LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, for 
the LORD is about to pass by.” Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains 
apart and shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. 
After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the 
earthquake. 12 After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And 
after the fire came a gentle whisper. 
 

John 13:34-35  
34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must 
love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love 
one another.” 
 
 
Discuss: 

• What new insight did you gain from the telling of the story? 
• Did this story bring up any new questions? 
• What did you learn about God’s character or the heart of God through this 

story? 
• What do you notice about the difference between the frantic prophets of Baal 

and the way Elijah approaches God? 
• Why do you think the people's declaration of faith in God was so immediate 

after witnessing the miracle? 
• What are some things people today can be tempted to put their trust in 

instead of God?  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Kings%2019&version=NIV#fen-NIV-9391a


 
 

• Where might God be asking you to trust Him rather than prove yourself? 
• What action is God asking you to take? 

 
Invitation & Prayer: 
Where in your life is Jesus inviting you to choose faithfulness over being impressive? 
 
Ask God to show you where you are tempted to be impressive, in control, or prove 
yourself, and invite Him to help you choose simple faithfulness instead. 
 


