The Prophets: Daniel Pt 1
Living with Integrity
Sunday, August 24, 2025

As you join this discussion, let the Holy Spirit guide you. Share your thoughts and
reflect on the message. Work through the guide by reading Scripture and answering a
few questions.

Open Up:

e If you had to live on only one dessert for the rest of your life, what would it be,
and do you think you'd get sick of it?
e Who is someone in your life who has great integrity?

Read Together:

Daniel 1:3-8

“Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to bring into the king’s
service some of the Israelites from the royal family and the nobility— young men
without any physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude for every kind of learning,
well informed, quick to understand, and qualified to serve in the king's palace. He was
to teach them the language and literature of the Babylonians. The king assigned them
a daily amount of food and wine from the king's table. They were to be trained for
three years, and after that they were to enter the king's service. Among those who
were chosen were some from Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. The chief
official gave them new names: to Daniel, the name Belteshazzar; to Hananiah,
Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, Abednego. But Daniel resolved not to
defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he asked the chief official for
permission not to defile himself this way.”

Daniel 3:16-28

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego replied, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to
defend ourselves before you. If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God whom
we serve is able to save us. He will rescue us from your power, Your Majesty. But even if
he doesn’t, we want to make it clear to you, Your Majesty, that we will never serve your
gods or worship the gold statue you have set up.”

Nebuchadnezzar was so furious with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego that his face
became distorted with rage. He commanded that the furnace be heated seven times
hotter than usual. Then he ordered some of the strongest men of his army to bind



Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace. So they
tied them up and threw them into the furnace, fully dressed in their pants, turbans,
robes, and other garments. And because the king, in his anger, had demanded such a
hot fire in the furnace, the flames killed the soldiers as they threw the three men in. So
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, securely tied, fell into the roaring flames.

But suddenly, Nebuchadnezzar jumped up in amazement and exclaimed to his
advisers, “Didn’t we tie up three men and throw them into the furnace?” “Yes, Your
Majesty, we certainly did,” they replied. “Look!” Nebuchadnezzar shouted. “I see four
men, unbound, walking around in the fire unharmed! And the fourth looks like a god!”

Then Nebuchadnezzar came as close as he could to the door of the flaming furnace
and shouted: “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God,
come out! Come here!”

So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego stepped out of the fire. Then the high officers,
officials, governors, and advisers crowded around them and saw that the fire had not
touched them. Not a hair on their heads was singed, and their clothing was not
scorched. They didn’t even smell of smoke!

Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise to the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego!
He sent his angel to rescue his servants who trusted in him. They defied the king's
command and were willing to die rather than serve or worship any god except their
own God.

Daniel 6:19-23

“At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’ den. When he came
near the den, he called to Daniel in an anguished voice, ‘Daniel, servant of the living
God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to rescue you from the
lions?’ Daniel answered, ‘May the king live forever! My God sent his angel, and he shut
the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, because | was found innocent in his
sight. Nor have | ever done any wrong before you, Your Majesty.” The king was
overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. And when Daniel was lifted
from the den, no wound was found on him, because he had trusted in his God.”

Discuss Together:

e What stood out to you from the message this week?



e Daniel and his friends “pre-decided” their convictions before facing pressure.
What are some convictions you've pre-decided in your own life?

e How do you see the difference between rebellion, assimilation, and Daniel’s
model of faithful resistance?

e Daniel’s friends said, “Even if he does not rescue us, we will not serve your
gods.” How does that kind of trust in God challenge you?

e Daniel prayed three times a day, even when faced with the threat of death.
What consistent spiritual rhythms help you stay grounded when life gets hard?

e Integrity means being whole and consistent in both public and private life.
Where do you find it hardest to live consistently?

Pray:
Pray for courage to live with integrity even when it's costly, and for God to shape
rhythms in us that hold steady in both ordinary days and moments of testing.

Invitation:
Identify one small rhythm this week (prayer, Scripture, or act of service) that you will
practice consistently—no matter what pressures come.



